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William C Withycombe

Regional Administrator Western Pacific Region

Federal Aviation Administration

P0 Box 92007 WPC

Los Angeles California 90009

Dear Bill,

On behalf of the entire LAX Airport Advisory Committee I would like to commend you for agreeing, as part of the final report of the FAA Regional Task Force, to recommend an airspace utilization study be conducted on the entire Southern California region

The LAX Airport Advisory Committee has felt for many years that the FAA must begin to address the constant incremental increase in flight operations at LAX.  These incremental increases have been taking place in an unregulated and unmitigated manner since the early 1960’s.

Left unchecked, the entire western side of the metropolitan Los Angeles area is now faced with the impacts of potential growth that will bring LAX MAP to over 90 million per year and approximately one million flight operations per year.  During this period of growth, the FAA has appeared to be LAX’s partner in bringing significant negative impacts to neighboring communities.

Your recommendation to conduct an airspace utilization study will begin to bring balance to the unmitigated growth story

The members of the LAX Airport Advisory Committee, consisting of representatives from all of LAX’s neighboring jurisdictions feel that the FAA must now begin to substantively address many of the issues that face our communities today.

The FAA controls the flight paths of the aircraft using LAX.  The FAA has the authority and responsibility to direct the airlines flight paths. While the FAA determines which runways aircraft will utilize, the airport has no control over these actions.
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The monitoring of aircraft movements doesn't reduce noise.  The measuring of noise doesn't reduce noise.  These are tools to be used to reduce noise.  Noise can't be eliminated from airports.

The FAA is still in the out dated mode of 'promoting air commerce'.  The FAA has not penalized any airlines at LAX for their failure to follow the rules and regulations of the FAA.  The 'good old boy' system has not and is not working. The FAA, with its expertise, knows what to do to minimize the noise; do it.

The FAA should vigorously enforce its own rules and regulations pertaining to LAX air traffic.  Collecting a few heavy fines might get the attention of the airlines and they will put greater pressure on their pilots to abide by your rules and regulations.  You know what to do; do it.

The FAA knows what elevations and other criteria that needs to be met; do it. Don't put aircraft in a landing pattern when it will interfere with other takeoffs and landings and thus require, for safety's sake, an early turn or a wave off etc, etc, etc.  You know what to do; do it.

Sincerely,

Roy Hefner

Vice-Chairperson

LAX Area Advisory Committee

copies to be sent to:

FAA Administrator Jane Garvey

Congressman Steve Kuykendall

Congressman Brad Sherman

County Supervisor Don Knabe

Former Congresswoman Jane Harmon

Hermosa Beach City Councilman Sam Edgerton

Palos Verdes City Councilman John McTaggert

Manhattan Beach Mayor Linda Wilson

Hawthorne Mayor Larry Guidi

El Segundo City Councilman Kelly McDowell

Redondo Beach Mayor Greg Hill

Inglewood Mayor Roosevelt Dorn

Culver City Mayor Sandra Levin

El Segundo Mayor Mike Gordon

El Segundo mayor Pro Tem Sandra Jacobs

El Segundo City Councilwoman Nancy Wernick

Los Angeles City Councilwoman Ruth Galanter
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