FAA ADMINISTRATOR OUTLINES ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA TASK FORCE

 

LOS ANGELES, December 21, 1999 -- Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Administrator Jane Garvey today declared the Southern California Task Force has successfully completed its mission and announced the formation of a noise round table working group to continue the efforts begun by the Task Force.

"In December 1997, after hearing concerns of local communities, the FAA formed a task force to address noise issues in the Los Angeles Basin area. I feel that the initial goal of the Task Force, to review existing air traffic control procedures and identify effective solutions to mitigate environmental intrusions, has largely been met," said Garvey.

Due to the tremendous response and interest in the work of the Task Force a round table working group, comprised of Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA), FAA and others, will convene bi-annual public forums to address noise issues.

The Task Force was initially comprised of FAA, LAWA, Air Transport Association (ATA), Regional Airlines Association (RAA) and some elected officials. It grew to include members representing other Federal, State and local elected officials, the State of California Aeronautics Program, the Southern California Association of Governments and community and homeowner group representatives.

The Task Force identified 11 major projects, focusing on the communities or geographic areas most affected by aircraft noise, gathered and evaluated data and formulated effective mitigation.

One key success of the Task Force was in El Segundo. One issue here was the frequency of departing aircraft making early left turns and overflying the community of El Segundo. The Task Force developed new departure procedures and provided training to both pilots and air traffic controllers which resulted in a nearly 30 percent reduction in the number of early turns, significantly reducing the noise impact for El Segundo residents.

Another issue in El Segundo is existing shoreline routes which require departing aircraft to maintain a low altitude. The Task Force is developing new procedures to move the shoreline flight paths further offshore to allow aircraft departing LAX to continue their departure climb to a higher altitude, thus reducing noise impact to residents of both El Segundo and Playa del Rey.

A primary issue for residents of Manhattan Beach, Redondo Beach and Hermosa Beach was noise generated by aircraft executing "Loop" departure procedures. This procedure requires departing aircraft to execute a climbing, loop departure and re-cross a radio navigation aid located on the airport at an altitude of at least 10,000 feet or higher. The Task Force conducted an analysis of non-compliance with the altitude restriction and developed air traffic controller and pilot briefings on the need to adhere to the prescribed altitude. This measure, along with another having to do with departure procedures of large aircraft, have resulted in a 99.6 percent compliance with the 10,000 foot altitude crossing restriction and a 40 percent reduction in the number of flights passing directly over the affected beach communities.

The Task Force held 17 Task Force meetings, 18 Town Hall meetings in various communities throughout the Los Angeles area, 13 meetings with elected officials and 32 Users meetings with groups such as Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association, ATA, Airline Pilots Association and RAA. A web page was developed and an Interim Report was published in October 1998.

Garvey noted that, of the 11 major projects identified by the Task Force and contained in the Task Force Mission Statement, six have been completed and closed. The remaining open projects involve long-term action plans. This includes a proposal to route departing aircraft further off-shore of Palos Verdes peninsula. A feasibility study, which includes a 3-mile off-shore demonstration project, is currently underway. The FAA is committed to continuing work on the open projects and will be actively involved in the new forum, providing technical expertise.

