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Good evening Ladies and Gentlemen, and honored guests. We are here to present to Mr.____________________ the Federal Aviation Administration’s highest award for a life time of service in aviation maintenance.--------the Charles Taylor “Master Mechanic” Award. 

My presentation will briefly touch on three very important points. First I would like to explain who Mr. Charles Taylor was, and his contributions to aviation. Second, I would like to go over the award and its selection process, and in closing, tonight’s presentation, I would like offer our new Master Mechanic a word or two for his consideration and evaluation. 

Let’s begin:

Mr. Charles Taylor has been called the “Unsung Hero Of Aviation” He was the absolutely indispensable person without whom the Wright Brothers could not have made the first flight in 1903. Mr. Taylor was the first aviation mechanic in powered flight, his major accomplishment in aviation was that he designed and built from a solid block of steel the first aircraft engine using only a lathe, hand tools, and a drill press.  His engine weighed 152 pounds and produced 12 horsepower at 1090 rpm. It was his engine that helped the Wright Brothers make history on December 17, 1903 on a cold and windy hill in North Carolina.  Mr. Taylor spent the rest of his life working in aviation until his retirement in 1946.  For His great accomplishments and lifetime contributions to our industry, Mr. Taylor was inducted into the Aviation Hall of Fame in Dayton Ohio in 1965.

Now, to describe the award itself:

On April 23, 1993 the FAA introduced the Charles Taylor “Master Mechanic” Award Program to formally recognize the unsung heroes of aviation. To be eligible for the “Master Mechanic” award the candidate must meet the following criteria:

1.  The candidate must have at least a total of 50 years engaged in aviation mechanic.

2.  He or she must be a certificated mechanic or repairman for at least 30 of those years.

3.  The remaining 20 years maybe accepted in  that candidate served as a mechanic in the military or worked in the aviation maintenance for manufacturing industry.

4.  The candidate must not have had his FAA certificate revoked by the FAA.

5.  The candidate must present 3 letters of recommendations from certificated mechanics

6.  The candidate must be selected by a committee of his peers for the award.

Now if I may be so bold I would like to address our new “Master Mechanic” personally. Mr.__________________ the award that you received tonight does not signify or in way mark the last milestone of your aviation maintenance career. This award is not meant is not presented to you as an aviation good-by gift or final salute. We members of the aviation maintenance profession are not as short-sighted as other professions----who send their most experienced people out to pasture with a slap on the back, a free dinner, and a cheap watch. We would never do that., Mechanics are called many things but we are never called---------fools!  

The Charles Taylor Master mechanic Award that you received  tonight is a formal recognition by the United States Government of your knowledge, skill and high level of professionalism, that you have demonstrated to this point in time in your aviation maintenance career.  Our aviation maintenance profession still needs all your experience, all your wisdom, all your common sense. We need you!, I need your, your job here with us is still not finished! You still have a lot to share with the rest of us! You must show us how to become more professional, you must teach us your values!  You must teach us to be ----Giants

God Bless you and thank you 

