
2/3/94 8700.1 CHG 10

he
ant
ch
ay

-
age

re
uss
er-

r-
he

i-
e

ew

t
age
ifi-

he
 to

ll
ny

ck
ck.

or
CHAPTER 145.  CONDUCT A STAGE TEST FOR A FEDERAL
AVIATION REGULATIONS (FAR) PART 141 PILOT SCHOOL

SECTION 1. BACKGROUND

1. PROGRAM TRACKING AND REPORTING
SUBSYSTEM (PTRS) ACTIVITY CODE: 1651

3. OBJECTIVE. The objective of this task is to conduct
stage tests for an FAA-approved flight school. These tests
can take place during the absence of the regular chief flight
instructor for the school, or at the initiative of the jurisdic-
tional Flight Standards District Office (FSDO) for the
purpose of inspection or surveillance. Successful completion
of this task results in an indication of either satisfactory or
unsatisfactory on the student’s official school record. If the
stage test is a certification test, the task could result in the
issuance or denial of a certificate or rating.

5. GENERAL. 

A. Authority. FAA inspectors are authorized to conduct
pilot school stage tests under FAR 141.21, Inspections. 

B. Initiation.

(1) Generally, the pilot school contacts the jurisdic-
tional FSDO and requests an inspector to examine flight test
candidates in the absence of the chief flight instructor.
However, a student who is dissatisfied with stage or final
test results may request a retest by an FAA inspector.

(2) The task may also be initiated by the FSDO for
spot checking the quality of instruction and training given
by the school.

C. Inspector Qualifications.The inspector  mus t  be
appropriately rated, knowledgeable, and current in the type
of aircraft to be used.

D. Aircraft Preparation. T he  sc hoo l  p rov ide s  t he
aircraft for the stage test. The student brings the aircraft and
engine logbooks so that the airworthiness of the aircraft can
be determined.

7. STAGE TEST. The inspector evaluates the ability of the
app l i can t  t o  per fo r m the re qu i re d  p i l o t  op er-

ations described in the training course outline (TCO) for t
particular stage of the course being tested. The applic
satisfactorily completes the stage test only when ea
required operation is successfully performed. The test m
be discontinued at any time an operation is failed.

A. Student Briefing.The student is briefed on the proce
dures, objectives, and completion standards for the st
test.

(1) The student should know how emergencies a
simulated. The inspector and the student should disc
appropriate actions to take in the event of an actual em
gency.

(2) The inspector and student must clearly unde
stand the pilot-in-command (PIC) responsibilities and t
terminology used to transfer control of the aircraft.

(3) If the test is a certification stage test for a certif
cate or rating, the briefing must include a review of th
written test appropriate to the certificate as well as a revi
of pilot and medical certificates, as appropriate.

B. Stage Test Standards.The appropriate practical tes
standards (PTS) or the completion standards for the st
test found in the school’s TCO are the guide for the cert
cation stage test.

(1) The student should understand completely t
deficiencies and strengths found during the test, and how
correct problem areas.

(2) In the case of failure, the inspector should te
the student how to request a retest and whether a
successful items may be credited toward the retest.

(3) The student’s training record and stage che
results are completed by the inspector performing the che

(4) The inspector should advise the chief instruct
of the school of the results the tests.
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SECTION 2. PROCEDURES

1. P REREQUI S I TES AND  CO O RDI NAT I ON
REQUIREMENTS.

A. Prerequisites.This task requires knowledge of the
regulatory requirements of FAR Parts 61 and 141, FAA poli-
cies, and qualification as an Aviation Safety Inspector
(Operations).

B. Coordination.This task requires coordination with
the Principal Operations Inspector (POI) and with an
airworthiness inspector.

3. REFERENCES, FORMS, AND JOB AIDS.

A. References.

• FAR Parts 1, 61, 91, and 141

• School’s TCO

• Appropriate training syllabus

• Appropriate PTS

B. Forms.

• FAA Form 8710-1, Airman Certificate and/or
Rating Application (Figure 145-1)

C. Job Aids.

• Pilot school stage check forms

5. PROCEDURES. After receipt of a request to conduct a
stage test, accomplish the following:

A. Initial Information. 

(1) Determine the course and the stage test to be
given. 

(2) Determine the aircraft to be used.

(3) Request the student’s records from the school. 

(4) Advise the school on how to fill out the applica-
tion, FAA Form 8710-1. Provide a copy, if necessary. 

B. Document Review.

(1) Review the lesson objectives and tasks found in
the TCO for the particular stage being tested. 

(a) Review all required maneuvers for this stage
test.

(b)  Determine the completion standards for ea
stage test conducted.

(2) If available, review the pilot’s operating hand
book for the aircraft to be used on this stage test.

(3) Review the prerequisites and general procedu
for the flight tests (FAR 61.35 and 61.43).

(4) Review the FSDO file on the school for previou
inspection reports and results of previous stage tests.

(5) Review the student’s records for previous sta
test results, noting any areas of weakness.

C. Stage Test.Schedule the date, time, and location o
stage test.

D. PTRS.Open PTRS file.

E. Pre-Test Briefing.Brief the student on the proce
dures, objectives, and completion standards expected for
stage test. Brief the student on methods used to simu
emergency situations and other safety precautions. De
mine the PIC responsibilities and a method for turning ov
control of the airplane to the inspector.

F. Review Application.Review FAA Form 8710-1 for
eligibility, completeness, and accuracy. 

(1) Complete Section IA through U as for a usu
certification. Ensure that the “Other” box is checked an
that the words “Stage Test” are entered after it. 

(2) Complete Section IIA as for a usual certification

(3) Complete Section III if the test is a final stag
test for a certificate or rating. Ensure that the minimu
aeronautical experience for the certificate or rating is in
cated.

(4) Ensure that the applicant has indicated eith
“yes” or “no” in Section IV.

(5) Ensure that the applicant has signed and da
the application in Section V.

(6) Ensure that the Air Agency Recommendatio
section on the reverse of the application is filled o
Vol. 2 145-3
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when the stage test is conducted for a certificate or rating. 

G. Student File Review.With the student, review the
training record, medical certificate, any pilot certificate, and
so forth, for eligibility, accuracy, currency, completeness,
and qualifications.

H. Conduct Knowledge Test.Review any written test
items or other areas appropriate to this specific stage test.

(1) If the knowledge portion of the test is not satis-
factory, make the appropriate entry on the student’s official
school record.

(a) Inform the applicant of the failure, and
explain how problems may be corrected.

(b) Discuss the areas fai led with the chief
instructor, and recommend how they can be improved. 

(c) Mark the Disapproved box in the Inspector’s
Report section on the reverse of the application. If the test
was a certification test, issue a Notice of Disapproval and
place the application in the approved school’s file at the
FSDO. If the test was the certification stage test, forward the
application to AVN-260.

(2) If the knowledge portion of the test is satisfac-
tory, conduct the skill portion.

I. Conduct Skill Test.

(1) Follow the objectives and tasks found in the
TCO.

(2) Evaluate the student’s performance using the
completion standards in the TCO.

(3) Debrief the student on the quality of the demon-
strated knowledge and skill stage test.

(4) Make appropriate entries in the student records,
if the demonstration was satisfactory. 

(5)  If the test was the final stage test for a certifica
or rating, mark the Approved box in the Inspector’s Repo
section on the reverse of the application, and fill out 
other appropriate information.   Issue the appropriate FA
form 8020-4, Temporary Airman Certificate.

(6) If the demonstration was unsatisfactory, mak
the appropriate entry in the student records.

(a) Inform the applicant of the failure, and
explain how to correct.

(b) Discuss the areas failed with the chie
instructor, and recommend how improvement can be mad

(c) Mark the Disapproved box in the Inspector
Report section on the reverse of the application. If the t
was the final stage test, issue a Notice of Disapproval, a
place the application in the FSDO file on the school. If t
test was the certification stage test, forward the application
AVN-260.

(d) If it is desirable to conduct the retest, advis
the school.

J. Additional Stage Tests.If a retest is to be conducted
by an inspector, schedule the date and time.

K. PTRS.Close PTRS.

7. TASK OUTCOMES. Completion of this task results in
either of the following:

A. An entry in student’s record of a satisfactory or a
unsatisfactory stage test; or

B. The issuance or denial of a certificate or rating. 

9. FUTURE ACTIVITIES.

A. Conduct additional stage tests as requested.

B. Conduct retests as necessary.
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