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SALINAS FAA CONTRACT TOWER LETTER TO AIRMEN 04-1

SUBJECT: VFR ARRIVAL/DEPARTURE PROCEDURES FOR THE CALIFORNIA INTERNATIONAL AIRSHOW

CANCELLATION:  October 04, 2004

ARRIVAL PROCEDURES:  Visiting aircraft arriving for the California International Airshow to be held at the Salinas Municipal Airport (SNS) on October 2nd and 3rd 2004 can expect to contact NORCAL approach on Freq. 133.0 for initial spacing and sequencing into the Salinas Delta Surface Area.  This recovery shall be in effect from 0830 to 1100 Local both days.  Except for airshow authorized flights, no departures shall be authorized from 0900-1100 local.

The recovery procedure in use shall instruct pilots to do the following:  

All aircraft arriving from the West through the North of Salinas Airport shall be directed to “Cross the Salinas VORTAC at or above 3000 feet MSL, and proceed southeast bound remaining East of Hwy. 101.”  Aircraft arriving from the East through South of Salinas Airport shall be directed to proceed to and “report Soledad Prison inbound to Salinas.”

All aircraft should then plan to fly northwest bound on the West side of Hwy 101, reporting the City of Gonzales and the Firestone business park at pattern altitude (1,500 ft. MSL for Jet & high performance multi-engine aircraft; 900 ft. MSL for all others) to the Tower.  Expect instructions on how and where to enter the downwind, or base leg for Runways 8/26.

Aircraft shall be expected to report the traffic they are instructed to follow “In Sight” and maintain visual separation from the traffic they are following at all times.  Aircraft shall advise Salinas Tower upon initial contact that they have their traffic to follow in sight.

The following reduced runway separation standards shall be in effect for the arrival period:



Category I aircraft landing behind another Category I aircraft – 1,500 ft.


Category I aircraft landing behind a Category II aircraft – 1,500 ft.


Category II aircraft landing behind a Category I, or II aircraft – 3,000 ft.


Any time a Category III aircraft is involved – Clear Runway.


Formation flights shall land utilizing alternate sides of the Runway.

Weather permitting, Instrument approaches shall not be available during this recovery period, and Runways 13/31 will be closed.

DEPARTURE PROCEDURES:  Post airshow departures shall follow the procedures outlined in the handouts issued by the California Airshow upon arrival.  Aircraft desiring to depart IFR shall prefile with Oakland AFSS prior to engine start.  Clearances must be placed on request via ground control (121.7) and received prior to beginning taxi.  UNLESS INITIATED BY THE CONTROL TOWER, INTERSECTION DEPARTURE REQUESTS SHALL NOT BE APPROVED DURING THIS DEPARTURE PERIOD.  Except for emergencies, or airshow-authorized flights, no arrivals shall be authorized during the two-hour departure period.

The following reduced runway separation standards shall be in effect for the departure period:



Category I aircraft departing behind another Category I aircraft – 1,500 ft.


Category I aircraft departing behind a Category II aircraft – 1,500 ft.


Category II aircraft departing behind a Category I, or II aircraft – 3,000 ft.


Any time a Category III aircraft is involved – 6000 ft. and airborne.
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