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Constantly increasing aircraft load factors, further destinations and extremely high summer temperatures, have necessitated an increase in the utilization of runways and the airspace surrounding Las Vegas McCarran International Airport. Standardizing airport customer requests for opposite direction departures will assist ATC in maintaining system efficiency and improve the customer’s on-time performance. We encourage airline operations and dispatch personnel to utilize the following procedures.

When aircraft weight exceeds performance limitations for standard departures on runway 25R or 19L, calculate takeoff performance data for runways 1R, 07L at taxiway D, and 07L (full length) in that order.  Prioritizing these runways in this manner will help ATC coordinate the departure. Runway 01R, if takeoff data permits, will allow ATC to coordinate departures with minimum delay for your flight. Runway 07L at taxiway D, if takeoff data permits, will help ATC expedite your non-standard departure. Runway 07L (full length) will incur the most significant delay since this full length runway does not allow relief for arrivals to utilize 19L/R. Runway 07L (full length), also requires Air Traffic Management to have a 40 mile gap for spacing with arriving aircraft into LAS.

The length of delay is dependent on local traffic conditions. Aircrews requesting opposite direction departures Monday through Friday between the hours of 0900 (L) and 1200 (L) should expect delays in the area of 45-60 minutes. Aircrews requesting opposite direction departures on Sundays between the hours of 0900 (L) and 1500 (L) should expect 60 minutes.

As soon as the weight of the aircraft is determined, notify Clearance Delivery that Runway 01R, 07L at taxiway D or 07L (full length) is required for operational necessity. Aircrews shall contact Ground Control five-minutes prior to pushback. Ground Control will coordinate the request with Traffic Management and advise the aircrew of an expected departure time. 

The ATC system is dynamic and constantly adjusting for weather problems, ATC flows and airport traffic. Opposite direction departures requires additional coordination, planning and patience from all involved. Your cooperation and understanding of these procedures is greatly appreciated.

Should you have any questions concerning this procedure, please contact the Las Vegas Tower Operations Manager at 702-262-5910. 
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