PACIFIC COLA SURVEYS – TIMELINE

9/15/2003
Pacific COLA Advisory Committees (CACs) – to be made up of employees from the COLA areas:  

Update and share with agencies and unions “straw men” selections.

10/27/03
Call agencies and unions to find official who gets CAC nomination requests. Finalize, clear and mail CAC nomination request letters.

11/3/03
Agencies and unions provide OPM CAC nominations.

OPM drafts appointment letter and clears internally.

OPM notifies Survey Implementation Committee(SIC with COLA Committees representatives) /Technical Advisory Committee (TAC-economist advisors) of CAC appointments.

12/3/03
OPM’s COLA Team finalizes CAC materials.

OPM’s COLA Team sends letters appointing CAC members.

12/15/03
OPM’s COLA Team develops outlet lists and item descriptions.

1/27-2/6/04
Meetings with CACs in Honolulu, Hilo, Kona, Kauai, Maui and Guam:  3 days in each area.

3/2-3/19/04
Pacific Surveys in all areas (4 or 5 teams spending up to 3 weeks in each area).

Pacific Rental Surveys:

Contractor begins surveys in Pacific.

Delivers to OPM as each area is completed.

General Population Rental Survey (GPRES):

OMB approves full GPRES.

OPM awards full GPRES contract.

3/22/04
DC Area survey begins.

5/1/04
Data analysis begins.  

7/12-7/16/04
SIC/TAC meet in Las Vegas to review preliminary data and analyses, including housing data for other areas.

8/2 – 8/10/04
Meeting with CACs – 1-day meetings to review data and analyses.

9/1/04
OPM begins drafting Federal Register survey notice and proposed rule.

Begin internal clearance of Federal Register notice and rule.

12/15/04
Survey results notice and proposed rule published in Federal Register with 60-day comment period.

2/15/05
Comment period closes.  OPM analyses comments, drafts final rule, and shares with SIC/TAC/CACs.

3/1/05
Final rule begins internal clearance.

6/1/05
Final rule published with 30-day notice period.

7/1/05
On or about this date, the new COLA rates go into effect.  

